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Glasshouse Christian College is a 
coeducational school situated at 
58 Roberts Road, Beerwah in the 
Sunshine Coast hinterland. The 
College opened its doors January 
2000 with an original enrolment of 
16 students across the Prep to Year 3 
levels. In 2023 this number was 1091 
students across Prep to Year 12. Our 

students are drawn from a number of areas including the 
Hinterland, Caboolture, Caloundra, and Mooloolah. Many 
of these students travel by bus through our extensive bus 
service partnership through local bus companies and our 
own modern fleet. 

The College is an independent school set up as a company 
limited by guarantee and is a ministry of the Glasshouse 
Country Baptist Church in Beerwah. We are affiliated with 
Independent Schools Queensland and Christian Schools 
Australia. 

The College’s mission is to provide quality Christian 
education. and is built on five principles or values; 
“Godliness, Respect, Excellence, Attitude and Teachabilty” 
and it works hard to instil these into the hearts and minds 
of our students.

The College has extensive facilities compared to other 
schools of similar age and population including modern 
and attractive buildings, two Hospitality kitchens, two 
Science labs, two Industrial Technology workshops, an 
Engineering workshop, specialist Music Block, Dance and 
Drama studios, a modern and spacious gym, undercover 
basketball and netball courts and a large library which 
includes six classrooms. GCC’s 600-seat performance hall 
(built in 2021) has continued to be used used extensively 
by the College and community groups.  

All of our classrooms and facilities are air conditioned.

Building and Construction

2023 was our second year of respite from building and 
continued our time of consolidation.  A significant amount 
of landscaping has been taking place, especially around 
the newer buildings. Thanks to our P and F, a new Primary 
playground was installed to replace the original equipment 
erected almost 20 years ago. 

The Library was renovated for the first time in it’s 16-year 
history and work was completed on amenities to make 
them safer for our students.

Increasingly we are being sought out by community 
groups and school organisations to host events due to the 
excellent facilities at GCC. 

DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION
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Kitchen Garden Program (Prep to Year 2)

In this program students in Prep to Year 2 are responsible 
for maintaining a vegetable garden, harvesting the produce 
and using that produce in a variety of cooking techniques 
and recipes. The aim of Kitchen Garden is to instil into 
young children the importance of good eating habits and 
nutritional knowledge. The program is very successful in 
achieving these aims with many students reporting a change 
in their eating habits and incorporating more vegetables in 
their diet. Year 3 have a mini unit of Kitchen Garden each 
term.

The program has two part time paid staff members and relies 
on the dedication of the some volunteers who assist with the 
cooking and gardening groups. 

Dance

Our Dance program continues to build in quality and 
popularity with students performing at community events 
and winning prizes at competitions. 

The new Dance studio is very popular and the 
performance hall has drawn Dance Troupes from all over 
the community to use the facility.

CURRICULUM DISTINCTIVES AND 
INNOVATIVE OFFERINGS

Agricultural Science

This program was introduced to the Senior School 
curriculum in 2014 and has a dedicated group of students 
enrolled in the subject.

Students work on a real farm and learn all aspects of 
the subject including machinery, plant biology, planting, 
harvesting, and animal husbandry. Students continue to win 
prizes for their produce at the University of Queensland 
and Maleny Show. 

There is a growing use of drone technology and new 
applications for Agricultural Science. GCC students 
continue to learn the most recent innovations in theory 
and practical functions.

Technology

GCC has an extensive education portal where 
assignments, course outlines and important information 
are freely available to students and families.The e-learning 
software platform also connects seamlessly with the GCC 
website and is called ‘Gateway’. 

Secondary School 1:1 Laptop Program

The 1:1 Apple Macbook program exists for all students 
in Years 7 to 12. Students are issued with a MacBook, to 
used as their own. The cost of this program is covered 
by tuition fees. The internet is appropriately filtered and 
ubiquitous wireless access exists across the College 
campus. 
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Year 3 Smart Strings

All Year 3 students participate in a violin instruction 
program called Smart Strings. The College also facilitates 
an extensive co-curricular music instruction program 
where students access private or group music lessons 
during school hours. 

Camps Program

Years 3 to 12 participate in camps.

Year 3:  This is an introduction for students into being away 
from home and developing independence. The duration is 
an overnight stay and two days.  The outdoor activities build 
resilience and challenge the young students to try new things 
and activities. 

Year 4 students enjoyed adventure activities at and fun 
times by the beach.

Year 5 students challenged themselves physically, mentally 
and formed new social connections with each other.  

Technology in Primary

Prep and Primary students continue to have access to 
MacBooks, iPads, desktop computers and interactive 
whiteboards in their classrooms to enhance their 
education journey. From Year 3 onwards there is one 
computer for each student.

Cross Country, Swimming and Athletics 
Program

Special training sessions for Cross Country, Swimming and 
Athletics occur every Wednesday morning, depending on 
the nature of the up and coming carnival. 

Year 5 Band Program 

Every student in Year 5 studies either a brass, woodwind, 
string or percussion instrument and performs in the Year 
5 College Band. This instruction occurs in small groups 
and the students are expected to further their practice at 
home. 
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Year 6:  This camp is held at Emu Gully with a series of 
challenges based on the ANZACs and mateship. Rafting 
challenges, mud pits, balancing tasks and teamwork to 
ensure no ‘man’ was left behind created a camp filled with 
excitement and adventure.

Year 7 enjoyed adventure camping staying in small tents 
with daily hikes, ropes courses, team-building exercises 
before relaxing around the campfire at night. 

Year 8 spent five days in the Sunshine Coast Hinterland. 
They loved sleeping in pup tents, hiking, the ropes 
challenges and fun activities in teams. A part of this 
challenging camp is for the students to bring their own 
ingredients to cook meals as a team each night.

Year 9:  The focus of this camp is team building and 
outdoor challenge activities. This year, the students hiked 
about 40kms, swam at the base of waterfalls and set up 
their own campsite each night.  The girls and boys were 
taken on two different retreats.

Year 10:  Moreton Island was the idyllic venue for this 
adventure camp set across three days. Students enjoyed 
snorkelling, exploring the Tangalooma shipwrecks, 
swimming in the cool clear waters, four-wheel-driving, 
night kayaking, sand tobogganing and bonfires. 

Year 11:  Students spent their camp at Tamborine 
Mountain enjoying activities like team challenges, obstacle 
courses, paintball, raft building, and more. It was a great 
opportunity enjoy the outdoors and unwind. 

Year 12 headed to Bagara fortheir camp. This was very 
relaxed but included lovely visits to the Mon Repos Turtle 
Centre and exploring local produce. Students also enjoyed 
swimming, beach volleyball, and spending time together.
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Duke of Edinburgh Program

The Duke of Edinburgh Program is offered to students 
from Year 9 to Year 12. It’s an exceptional opportunity for 
our young individuals to embark on a journey of personal 
growth and skill development.

Starting the program in Year 9 provides students with 
ample time to complete their Gold level before reaching 
Year 12, should they choose to pursue it. 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is globally 
recognised, designed to equip young people with 
essential life and work skills through various challenges 
and experiences. The program emcompasses physical 
recreation, skills, voluntary service and two adventurous 
journeys for each level. Bronze is two days and one night, 
silver is three days and two nights and gold is four days 
and three nights. Gold (residential) is five days and four 
nights. 

Camps for this program are held several times throughout 
the year and we are blessed to have beautiful destinations 
nearby where students can learn new skills and pit 
themselves against the elements. 

Impact on Young Individuals

Participants undergo a transformative journey where they:

•	 Strive for personal excellence.
•	 Learn responsibility and decision-making.
•	 Engage with their community.
•	 Make tangible contributions to society.
•	 Cultivate perseverance and essential life skills.
•	 Enhance career prospects.
•	 Make new friends and improve teamwork. 

Fundamentals of the Award:
•	 Encourages independent decision-making and 

prioritisation.
•	 Inclusive framework catering to diverse youth.
•	 Builds social infrastructure and fosters youth. 

development and inclusion.

The program is entirely voluntary, offering participants the 
freedom to choose activities aligned with their interests 
and ambitions.

GCC covers most of the expenses related to adventurous 
journeys but families are responsible for registration fees.
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Future Pathways

All students are given opportunities to explore tertiary 
and non-tertiary pathways. Students in Year 11 and 
12 study a maximum of five school subjects as well as 
Christian Life. This leaves a time frame on Wednesdays 
where students can catch up on assignments or pursue a 
TAFE course, a school based apprenticeship or traineeship, 
without the fear of falling behind in their work.

GCC has a dedicated Future Pathways Department and 
provides certificates in Hospitality, Business, Media and other 
industries through approved third party providers such as 
TAFE.

GCC has established links with the University of Sunshine 
Coast through the Headstart Early University Program. 
This is where students undertake a university subject 
while they are studying at school. This can lead to an 
alternative entry pathway into university for those 
students. 

The DeLorean Project

Launched in 2016, the DeLorean Project aims to provide 
opportunities for students to learn and develop the 
capabilities and skills they will need to effectively navigate 
their journey through the 21st Century.

The program allows all Year 10 students in the cohort one 
day per week for the entire school year to negotiate and 
implement their own learning projects. 

In the process of attempting to make their ideas a reality, 
students are learning entrepreneurial approaches like 
lean startup, rapid prototyping and customer validation. 
They are also developing important interpersonal skills 
like collaboration, reflective practices, and the ability to 
negotiate conflict and failure as they experience all the 
wins and losses that startups endure. 

Additionally, it was recognised that for some students, 
particularly artistic and creative students, ‘solving a real-
world’ problem is difficult to articulate. To cater for these 
students the project team created the tagline ‘THINK, 
CREATE and SHARE’ to encourage students to create 
according to their passion and share their creations with 
the world. Our hope is that this may empower students 
to value their own creative work in the market place 
and open up possible income streams that they hadn’t 
considered before.

The highlight of the program is seeing young people realise 
their potential as they solve real-world problems and the 
learning what occurs when they have the opportunity to 
explore and work in an area of passion/interest/skill. The 
DeLorean Project is proof of concept for what education 
should look like in the future, where knowledge will be 
easily attainable and ‘knowing stuff ’ will become far less 
important than the ability to communicate, collaborate, 
create and solve problems
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You Belong Week

Thanks to our Student Voice team, the tradition of 
celebrating “You Belong Week” was again held in March 
with a a series of events making the students feel welcome. 
We held a You Belong parade which was followed up with 
a fun range of activies.

SOCIAL CLIMATE
The social climate of the College is positive with students 
reporting a warm and friendly atmosphere.  Many student 
friendships extend across year levels and even across 
primary and secondary schools. 

Buddy Program

The buddy program pairs up a Prep student with someone 
from Year 6 and these friendships often continue until the 
Year 6 student graduates in Year 12.
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UR Strong Program

URSTRONG’s whole-school friendship strategy has 
improved the social climate in schools around the world, 
connecting over a million kids, parents, and teachers with a 
common language of friendship.  

In 2023 we began trialling this program in Year 3 with great 
results and have now extended it to other year levels. 

URSTRONG gives children skills, language, and self-
confidence to be better friends and develop healthier 
relationships. Using a child-friendly approach, educators 
and parents learn a simple framework to support and 
coach kids towards positive relationships. 

Explicitly teaching children how to develop healthy 
friendships and manage conflicts in a respectful way is the 
key to bullying prevention and creating safe, caring learning 
environments, inspiring kinder, happier children.

College Pastors

GCC’s College Pastors are great role models for the 
students. The generous sized pastoral team and their 
availability to the students exceeds most schools.

GCC’s College Pastors are:

•	 An integral part of everyday life at Glasshouse 
Christian College providing spiritual oversight, 
guidance and support to students and their families.

•	 Committed Christians who are in good standing and 
active in their local church.

•	 Passionate about seeing students and families discover 
God and grow in their faith so they can live life 
abundantly as God intends them to.

•	 Respectful of all our students and families irrespective 
of their faith traditions.

•	 Safe people for students to share their life and faith 
journey with.

•	 People of genuine compassion who offer 
encouragement, a listening ear, care, support and 
guidance on social, emotional and spiritual issues.

•	 Proactive in preventing issues and reactive, responding 
to them.

•	 Trained in Theology and Ministry and experienced in 
youth and children’s ministry.
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT

The College has a strong involvement with parents and 
families in numerous ways. 
•	 The College P and F which meets monthly. 
•	 The Kitchen Garden Program.
•	 Volunteers in areas such as reading tuition, library, 

sporting marshalls, coaches, etc. 
•	 Carnivals such as Athletics, Cross Country, Swimming, P-3 

Sports. 
•	 Two scheduled parent/teacher conferences per year. 
•	 Grandparents’ Day. 
•	 Mothers’ and Fathers’ mornings and chapels. 
•	 College Open Day 
•	 Discos and fun nights 
•	 Information evenings and subject selection evenings. 
•	 Awards Ceremonies and Celebrations.
•	 Special performances and theatre productions. 
•	 A close association with the church “Playgroup” that 

operates on Thursday mornings.

Our performance hall continued to be a successful venue 
for all of our larger events and parents enjoy the space. 
We still offer live streaming of events for families who 
cannot attend in person. 

Parents were kept informed of the activities of the College 
via the LMS called Gateway, a fortnightly newsletter, the 
College website, Facebook page, Instagram, Pinterst, emails 
and SMS messages.  
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STAFFING INFORMATION

Staff Composition

Full time: 	 Teaching	 69
		  Non-Teaching	 22
Part time:	 Teaching	  10
		  Non-Teaching	  57
Indigenous staff (1 included above)	    

Qualifications of all Teachers

The following list is a summary of the highest educational 
qualification of all our teachers. 
•	 Doctorate or higher Nil
•	 Masters 13%
•	 Bachelor 63%
•	 Diploma 2%
•	 Certificate 1%

Shine Highlight

GCC Musicals are biennial. In the years we don’t hold a 
musical, we celebrate the arts with our Shine on the Arts 
Night. In 2023 this event was held mostly in the Performing 
Arts Centre for the second time since it’s construction. 

The night celebrates Dance, Drama, Music and Art and 
was well attended by staff, students and their families. 
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OTHER RESOURCES AND TECHNOLOGY

Assisting Learning with Computers

The College is committed to making technology accessible 
to all the students of the school, across all the year levels 
and to integrate the technology into the curriculum. This is 
achieved through the following priorities:
•	 From Year 3 there is a fully networked computer for 

every Primary student.  MacBooks, iPads and desktop 
computers are all used so students become acquainted 
with a variety of technology devices. These computers 
are used by students for research, assignments, exams 
and to prepare and deliver PowerPoint and other 
software applications. 

•	 Interactive Whiteboards (IWB) and/or large TV 
screens are in the vast majority of classrooms and 
provide educational advantages.

•	 Purpose built software for IWB that enhance the 
teaching of literacy and numeracy.

•	 Readily available library of educational programs that 
can be projected to the whole class with minimum 
fuss.

•	 Desktop and laptop computers.
•	 Secondary students are each provided with a 

MacBook which they take home after hours.
•	 All classrooms have wireless receivers which enable 

students and teachers to access the internet wirelessly. 

Students are encouraged to adopt a servant heart and be 
aware of the needs around them from a young age. 

Special days are set aside for raising awareness and funds 
for different organisations. 

Sometimes these are school wide events, sometimes year 
level events and sometimes individual students adopt a 
cause which is supported and encouraged by the College.

In 2023, these included:
•	 Community service including tree planting
•	 Caroling and visits to local retirement villages
•	 Operation Christmas Child (Samaritan’s Purse)
•	 Remembrance Day
•	 MS Read-a-thon
•	 Compassion sponsor children
•	 Gold coin donation/free dress days for various causes 

such as Day for Daniel
•	 Gingerbread houses and Christmas gifts for 

community organisations

COMMUNITY CONSCIOUSNESS
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Average student attendance rates
The average student attendance for the whole College 
was 90.35% which is slightly up on previous years and can 
be attributed to a focussed plan to combat attendance 
avoidance.

The average attendances per year group is as follows:
Year Level Average percentage 

attendance in 2022
0 92.34%
1 91.48%
2 91.92%
3 92.42%
4 90.90%
5 91.55%
6 90.95%
7 90.18%
8 89.25%
9 87.66%
10 87.98%
11 87.04%
12 90.94%

Attendance is managed by:

•	 Rolls marked every lesson
•	 SMS messages sent out to parents or caregivers 

regarding all unexplained absentees
•	 Parents or caregivers of students with regular 

unexplained absences have meetings with Heads of 
School.

KEY STUDENT OUTCOMES

Outcomes for our Year 12 cohort 2022
Number of students awarded a Senior 
Education Profile

66

Number of students awarded a Queensland 
Certificate of Individual Achievement

1

Number of students who received an ATAR 39
Number of students who are completing or 
completed a School-based Apprenticeship or 
Traineeship (SAT)

10

Number of students awarded one or more 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
qualifications

36

Number of students awarded a Queensland 
Certificate of Education at the end of Year 12

63

Number of students awarded an International 
Baccalaureate Diploma (IBD)

0

Percentage of Year 12 students who received 
an ATAR

12%

Percentage of Year 12 students who are 
completing or completed a SAT or were 
awarded one or more of the following: QCE, 
IBD, VET qualification

98%

Percentage of Queensland Tertiary Admissions 
Centre (QTAC) applicants receiving a tertiary 
offer

100%

School Income Broken Down by Funding School Income Broken Down by Funding 
SourceSource

All these details can be found on the My School website: All these details can be found on the My School website: 
http://www.myschool.edu.au/http://www.myschool.edu.au/

NAPLAN RESULTSNAPLAN RESULTS

All these details can be found on the My School website: All these details can be found on the My School website: 
http://www.myschool.edu.au/http://www.myschool.edu.au/
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