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TERM 4
NOVEMBER
Fri 21 Year 12 Graduation 
Mon 24-Tue 25 Year 11 Exam Block
Thur 27-Fri28 Year 11 Exam Block
Fri 28 Year 6 Wet and Wild
Fri 28 Final Day Year 10 

Celebration
Fri 28 Year 9 Rites of Passage Day
DECEMBER
Mon 1 Primary Orientation
Mon 1 6pm Prep to Year 2 Concert
Tue 2 6.30pm Years 3 to 6 Concert
Tue 2 Last Day for Prep students
Wed 3 Junior Swimming Fun
Thur 4 Year 9 Celebration Dinner
Thur 4 Last Day of School

JANUARY
Mon 19 Jan All staff day retreat
Tue 20 10am to 4pm Uniform Shop, 

technology and textbooks.
Wed 21 10am to 4pm and 5pm 

to 8pm Uniform Shop, 
technology and textbooks.

Thurs 22 10am to 4pm  Uniform Shop, 
technology and textbooks.

Fri 23 10am to 1pm Unfiform Shop, 
technology and textbooks

Term dates for 2015
Term 1:  First day for students Tuesday 27 January 2015 
              Last day for students Thursday 2 April 2015 
Term 2: First day for students Monday 20 April 2015 
             Last day for students Friday 26 June 2015 
Term 3: Staff only Monday 13 July to Friday 17 July 2015 
             First day for students Monday 20 July 2015 
             Last day for students Friday 18 September 2015 
Term 4: First day for students Tuesday 6 October 2015 
             Last day for students Thursday 3 December 2015 

Soccer 
champions 

p14
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Principal’s Address
Secondary School Awards 
Celebration 

I was able to briefly mention this fantastic 
night in the last newsletter but promised a 
fuller report in this issue. The night was not 
only thoroughly enjoyable but the program 
was so streamlined that it finished earlier 
than scheduled. This was due to hours of 
behind the scenes labour and I’d especially 
like to thank Rachel Bull for all the extra 

work and for going above and beyond the call of duty to make this 
night such a success.

I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank our special 
guests who attended on the night 
to make the presentations and 
help make it a truly distinguished 
event. Special guests included State 
Members Mr Andrew Powell and Mr 
Mark McArdle, Federal Member Mr 
Mal Brough, Mr Ian Hope and Mr 
Tony Long from Rotary, Ms Karyn 
Brinkley from the University of the 
Sunshine Coast and Mrs Pam Newell 
to present the Emily Lord Award.

If you haven’t seen the photos yet, you can view them by clicking 
here.

Along with the Academic, Diligence, GREAT and character 
awards there were highly 
prized individual awards. 
This year Jesse Woods 
was Middle School 
Dux and Kaylee Utting 
College Dux. The Year 9 
All Rounder was Jordan 
Bull and the Principal’s 
Award was presented 
to Otto Coulstock in 
Middle School and 
Danielle McClure in 
Senior School. The Long 
Tan Leadership and 
Teamwork for Year 10 
went to Moale James 
and for Year 12 went 
to Courtney Sinclair. 
The Rotary All-Rounder 

award was given to Ella Mickelson in Year 11. The University 
of the Sunshine Coast presented the Rise and Shine award to 
Nichola Bates and a scholarship was awarded to Jesse Hughes 
as the highest achieving student electing to study Arts and 
Business. Finally, the Emily Lord Award was presented to Ben 
Giles.

New College Captains for 2015

A long anticipated 
announcement of the 
Secondary Awards Night 
is the announcement 
of the College Captains 
for the following year. 
This year Calista Theron 
and Troy Fullerton 
were announced as the 
College Captains for 2015. Last week I had the privilege of 
taking the Captains elect and the current College Captains out 
for lunch. It was a good time for Courtney and Ben to pass on 
their wisdom to Calista and Troy and a great opportunity for me 
to get to know our new College Captains a little better.

Remembrance Day Service

On the 11 November, I was privileged to accompany 
the College Primary, Middle and Senior Captains to the 
Remembrance Day Service at the Beerwah-Peachester RSL. 
Madeleine Roulston, Patrick McKenzie, Alisha Mens, Rory Tait, 
Courtney Sinclair and Ben Giles did the College proud with how 
they conducted themselves on the day.

Back at the College, we made a slight change to the Primary 
first break so the students were together when the bell sounded 
for a minute’s silence. Classes had been learning about the 
significance of the day in different ways. Although it is a very 
sad day, it is good to remember the ultimate sacrifice so many 
made on our behalf.

Tutoring on Facebook page

We have created a Facebook page called ‘Tutoring for 
GCCC families and students’. This page is for all Primary and 
Secondary School families looking for tutors to link up with 
some of our more senior students and even past students. 
Once you have made initial contact on this page we ask for the 
prospective tutors and families to use the private message tool 
to speak to each other and to protect each other’s privacy.

The purpose of the Facebook page is to connect parents with 

http://gccc.qld.edu.au/secondary-school-awards-night-photo-galleries/
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possible tutors. All arrangements concerning appointment 
times, payments, etc. are to be negotiated between the family 
and the tutor. The upcoming school holidays are a great time 
to make use of this page and help your children catch up or 
prepare for next year.

Please note that if you are hiring a tutor who is over 18 (e.g. 
past student), they should hold a Blue Card which is also called 
a ‘Working with Children’ card.

We would welcome your feedback for any improvements we 
can make for this page. I look forward to this being well-used 
and a helpful resource.

Year 12 formal and clap out

As you read this the Year 12 
formal and clap out will all be 
over. Due to the newsletter 
deadline, a full story of these 
momentous two events will 
have to wait for the next issue. 
However photo galleries will be 
available on our website late 
Friday afternoon. Glasshouse 
Country News will also have a 
few photos from the red carpet 
arrival in their issue the following 
week.

Admin Days – back to school

Plans for back to school are already well underway and a letter 
went home this week with all of the details. In order for students 
to be completely ready to learn on the first day of school we have 
scheduled four ‘Admin’ days in the pupil free week. This will allow 
all secondary students to collect their laptop, locker combination 
lock and textbooks.

The Admin days will incorporate short videos on how to use 
the MacBooks and our IT staff will be on hand to answer any 
questions you may have. Please note that a parent or designated 
guardian must accompany the secondary student to pick up 
their laptop as the Use of Technology Agreement must be signed 
before the MacBook can be given to the student.  If this is not 
possible, the Use of Technology Agreement can be signed at 
home and brought in with the student when they pick up their 
MacBook. If there isn’t a signed agreement then a MacBook will 
not be issued.

Admin Days will be held from Tuesday 20 January to Friday 
23 January, 10am to 4pm. A night time slot of 5pm to 8pm on 
Wednesday 21 January has been created for working families 
who may have trouble attending during the day. The Uniform 
Shop will also be open during these times.

There will be more specific information about the beginning of 
year procedures coming very soon.

Mike Curtis, Principal
Withdrawal of students

The Registrar’s Office would like to remind all parents about the 
terms and conditions concerning the withdrawal of students.  If 
students are leaving at the end of a school term, parents are 
required to give 90 days written notice to the Principal prior 
to the date of departure.  Unfortunately, failure to provide this 
notice may result in financial penalties.

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me on 
5439 0033.

Sibling entry

If you have siblings interested in enrolling at GCCC please note 
the following:

It is the parents’ responsibility that each new potential student 
(sibling) must complete and submit to the College, a separate 
Application for Enrolment form.  This is the first step in the 
enrolment process and families are cautioned that whilst 
siblings are given priority enrolment consideration they are not 
guaranteed a place within the College.  Please note that waiting 
lists are being experienced across many year levels and early 
submission of application forms is encouraged for consideration 
in future years.

Enrolment Procedure:

1. A completed Application for Enrolment form (one per student) 
is to be returned to the school office together with a $50 
application fee per student.  This fee is not refundable.  Please 
note that each application fee does not guarantee a place at the 
College.

2. Application forms are to be supported with the following 
documentation:
• Naplan results (where applicable)
• Last two years’ school reports (4 x semester reports)
• Copy of birth certificate
• Copy of parents’ driver’s license
• Passport size photo of student

3. Failure to provide the supporting documentation delays the 
application for enrolment process unnecessarily.

4. An enrolment interview may then be scheduled with the 
Principal or Head of School.  You will be advised of the outcome 
of the interview by mail.

5. Should a placement with the College be offered, this will be 
deemed to be accepted once a signed acceptance slip and 
bond payment of $350 (as of 1 
January 2015) is received by the 
College. Bond not required for 
existing families.

In all cases, early submission of 
Enrolment Application forms is 
recommended.

If you are in any doubt that you 
have followed this procedure 
please contact the College 
Registrar Sonya Bowden to 
clarify: registrar@gccc.qld.edu.au
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Primary News
This will be the final newsletter before the 
last week of the year which has so many 
important Primary College events. Here is the 
summary –

Monday 1 December – Orientation Day 
for all students for 2015 (current enrolments 
and new students).  In some cases we have 
new staff who are coming from Christian 
Schools in Townsville, Brisbane, and 

Toowoomba so these students will have to be patient and wait 
till next year to meet these amazing new teachers. We are very 
confident that all new staff are quality teachers who in a number 
of cases have had many years of experience – even working in 
positions of added responsibilities in their current schools.

Lynette Putzier will be returning in Semester 2 to a Year 4 class. 
Mrs Leary will be returning also to work with Mrs Rosenberg in Year 
2 after Term 1.
Monday 1 December   Prep – Year 2 Carols by Candlelight. 
Remember that help is needed for the P and F barbeque. An email 
with the details has already been sent.
Tuesday 2 December   Breaking Up Day for Prep students
Tuesday 2 December   Year 3 – 6 Christmas Concert. Have 
you responded to the email requesting assistance for the P and F 
barbecue?
Wednesday 3 December   
• Junior Swimming Fun Day Years 1 – Year 3 (8 year olds only)
• Year 6 Graduation
• Brigance Screening for 2015 Prep Students
Thursday 4 December Continuation of Brigance screening 
for Prep students 2015
Thursday 4 December   Break Up Day Years 1 – 6
Friday 5 December   Pupil Free Day

I am sure students, parents and staff will all be ready for a well 
earned rest by the end of this week as the Christmas holidays 
begin.

Mothers in Waiting

We are farewelling Chappy Dani and Mrs Buchanan-Jeffs at 
the end of the year as they are embarking on a new calling – 
motherhood. This is the finest calling in the world and the most 

fulfilling. We wish them God’s blessing as they embark on this 
new experience.

The primary students have grown to love Chappy Dani 
as she has been out and about in classrooms and in the 
playground every day caring for children and developing strong 
relationships with them as well as presenting chapel stories.

We pray God’s blessings on Chappi Dani and Mrs Buchanan-
Jeffs and have every confidence that their lives will be full of joy 
(or a bundle of joy) in the near future.

End of Year Guidelines

Christmas Carols and Candy Canes.

Over the years we have established a procedure that Christmas 
cards are only to be distributed in the last week of school. 
This avoids the problems of feeling that school has finished 
long before it actually has which can often lead to problems. 
So please leave cards for the final week only and we ask that 
candy canes are not given out with the cards. The sugar highs 
when children eat copious numbers of these during breaks 
tends to impact students. Reindeer antlers and elf hats are also 
not permitted at school.

Classes will be working right up until the last week – even if the 
lessons are a little different from usual.

Cheryl Bryers, Head of Primary
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Kitchen Garden News  

Back in Term 2 Mackenzie’s dad, Peter, joined us in KG to help 
out. He had the fun job of leading the way with the tomatoes, 
in the weeding, mulching and planting of sunflower seedlings 
in the garden bed next to the Prep Maroon shed. Months 
of watering and nurturing the seedlings saw them grow to 
become some of the largest sunflowers I have seen. It was 
such a delight to see Mackenzie proudly show her dad the 
sunflowers that they had planted and pose for a photo when 
Peter again joined us last week in the Kitchen Garden.

Cooks made some very colourful vegetable and halloumi 
(squeaky cheese) kebabs using zucchini, cherry tomatoes 
and onions that they harvested from the garden and they were 
devoured very quickly. We also harvested capsicums.

Our poor garden suffered from the heat over the weekend so 

lots of watering was done 
to reduce the stress on the 
plants.

The last two Kitchen 
Garden lessons will be a 
celebration of all our hard 
work so we will be having 
a KG party with games and 
party food. You are most 
welcome to come along 
and join us for the fun.

For more photos, click 
here.

Happy gardening,

Mandy Ward, Kitchen Garden Coordinator

THE QUEST 2014 The Humanities, The Sciences, 
The Mathematics

During the first week of November a group of students 
representing our College travelled to Buddina State School to 
participate in The Quest 2014. This academic challenge was 
being run by Griffith University in conjunction with BRAINways 
Education for schools in the Sunshine Coast region. Teams that 
are successful in this event then qualify to compete at the State 
Final being held at Griffith University at the end of November.

The format for competition required students to work in teams as 
they displayed their knowledge and abilities in Maths, Science 
and the Humanities. Teams in each level would be judged on 
aspects of creativity, problem solving, teamwork and leadership 
that they exhibited during each of the topics.

Our teams for the event were,

(Years 1-3) Jasper Tait, Jonas Stevenson and Oscar Hinds

(Years 4-6) Rick Kombani, Sam Ritson and Mason White

(Years 7-10) Jordan Bull, Ella O’Keeffe and Jesse Woods

Jordan, Ella and Jesse in the Years 7-10 category did an 
outstanding job to finish first in their division. This means that they 
now get to compete against other schools at the State Finals.  
While our other teams did not score quite as high, they did put in 
a commendable effort as newcomers to this sort of competition. 
Although the level of complexity and challenge was very high, 
they were not daunted by the tasks and were able to stretch their 
minds while working cooperatively together. It was also a great 
opportunity to represent the College at this event for the very first 
time.

Mark Bowman

Tuckshop News 21 November 2014

We would like to take this opportunity of thanking everyone who 
has contributed towards the Tuckshop.

Thank you to our wonderful volunteers especially Wendy 
Moriarty who has volunteered many years in the Tuckshop but 
now has to leave us.

Thank you to everyone who used Flexischools’ online service.
We will still be providing Tuckshop until the last day of term.

Tuckshop will resume on Tuesday 27 January 2015. For any 
enquiries regarding Tuckshop please phone 5436 5654.

We wish all of the graduating Year 12s the very best for the 
future.

Hope you all have 
a safe and happy 
holiday.

Cathy Boyer 
Tuckshop 
Convenor

Lauren 
Bottrill

http://gccc.qld.edu.au/kitchen-garden-news-21-november-2014/
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Middle School News
Finishing well is a high priority at our school. 
As we come into the last few weeks of this 
school year please remind your children 
that coming to school on time and fully 
equipped is still important. At this time of year, 
assessments are occurring and even after 
the formal items are completed, teachers 
have planned learning activities that require 
students ready to learn and be fully involved. 
Our school finishes a week early as we do 

work right up to the last day of the year.

2015 Achievements

In the past few weeks we have witnessed some great 
achievements with our Middle School students from the Quest 
Gifted and Talented competition where our team placed first to our 
Middle School soccer girls’ team winning the Sunshine Coast grand 
final. Also our Year 7 and 8 soccer boys and Year 9 and 10 soccer 
boys both placed third. In addition to this, a few weeks ago, the 
Year 9 and senior dance troupe placed first at the World Cup Cheer 
and Dance competition. Congratulations to all those hard-working 
students and of course their teachers and other support staff who 
give over and above their required ‘teaching hours’ time to give our 
students these opportunities – often. We wish our Quest Team all 
the best at this weekend’s state competition.

Musical evening

By the time you are reading this you may have also had the 
pleasure of enjoying the Musical evening – a showcase of the 
talent in this field that has being developed this year. And, if you 
were to walk around the Middle School classrooms at the moment, 
you would witness performances, speeches, finishing touches 
being placed on projects and the culmination of skills being 
demonstrated in all of our classes.

Reports

Alongside this – it is always encouraging to come to this part of the 
year and to see the growth of our students not only academically 
but also in maturity on so many levels. As teachers write reports 
over the next few weeks, they reflect on this growth and I commend 
our many and varied students for these observable changes.

Year 9 Rite of Passage

Our Year 9s especially are at 
the end of their Middle School 
phase and have been very 
involved in considering what 
it means to become an adult 
through the Rites of Passage 
program.  A huge thank you to 
Mr Modlin, Ms Colleen Crase 
and Mrs Cassie McKenzie who 
have been involved in delivering 
this program this year.

Some Reminders

Return of iPads – Thursday and Friday of next week. Students 
need to ensure they have completed their back up by Thursday. 
It will be too late on Friday or even Thursday!

Year 9 Rites of Passage day at Mt Coolum – Friday week 8: 
Year 9s have a

Year 9 Aussie World day and evening Dinner Dance – Thursday 
Week 9. Tickets should already be purchased. It is hoped that 
parents will attend to celebrate this milestone with their child.

Collection of books and laptop for 2015. The library will be open 
for this Tuesday 20 - Friday 22 January

Year 7 Orientation Day – Tuesday 27 January

Year 8 and 9 first school day – Wednesday 28 January

Jacqualina Vreeling, Head of Middle School

Lest we forget – Remembrance Day

On 11 November 2014, Year 7 students at Glasshouse Country 
Christian College remembered brave servicemen and women who 
have fought in wars throughout the world. This day is known as 
Remembrance Day and encourages all Australians to observe one 
minute’s silence at 11.00am.

The students also created red poppies that covered our Year 7 
door. Click here to see more photos.

During the First World War, red poppies were the plants to spring 
up in the battlefields of northern France and Belgium. The soil rich 
with lime allowed the poppy to readily grow. The sight of the new 

growth and life of the red poppy provided a strong contrast 
to the devastation and death of war. In soldiers’ minds, the 
red became symbolic of the blood of their mates soaking the 
ground.

The red poppy is now a popular symbol of commemoration and 
regularly used in wreaths and adorns the walls of the Australian 
War Memorial’s Roll of Honour.

Lest we forget.

Matt Ware

http://gccc.qld.edu.au/lest-we-forget-remembrance-day/
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Robotics Explorers Find Life, Not Unlike Our Own

On Sunday Nov 16, an intrepid 
band of robotics engineers and 
programmers from the senior 
school ventured out in their 
first foray into the ‘alternative 
universe’ of the First Lego 
League World Challenge. 
Just like the first explorers 
who feared falling from the 
edge of the earth or dealing 
with strange and fearsome 
creatures, the GCCC teams 
faced great trepidation about 
the potential humiliation and 
embarrassment that might 
occur when experiencing first 
contact with other beings from 
this parallel universe. What 
they found was that they are 

out there and they are a lot like us!

The two teams, one from the 
Middle School (the Middies) 
and the Senior School (The 
10ers), were represented 
on the day by a smaller 
group who were able and in 
condition to face the fierce 
battle against record heat 
extremes and probably record nerves. these included: Tyler 
Rees and Cody Jones from Year 7, and Cynan Lindsay, Jake 
Maloney and Jordan Wright from Year 10. The Glasshouse team 
converged at Grace Lutheran College and, after a short prayer 
for strength delivered by the convenors, moved to their practice 
rooms and prepared for battle in the World Class Challenge, a 
truly international event.

In the previous weeks, each team had spent countless lunchtimes 
and remained after school for hours in a valiant attempt to master 
the intricacies and complexities of the Lego NXT robotic modules 
and accessories, struggling to design and program the units to 
complete a range of missions linked to the theme of education in 
a changing technological world. Robots had to lift, shift, move and 
remove a range of objects, navigate obstacles and return safely 
to base. Despite countless attempts, the robots proved to have a 
mind of their own and both teams faced the daunting possibility of 
digital disaster on the robotic mission field.

As the hour of battle approached, students began to notice 
that nearby practicing teams were all struggling with the same 
variations and contradictions of life that emerge when theory 
is put into practice. Robots running awry, tangling amid nearby 
obstacles, running out of battery life, failing to light up due to 
bad connections, steering left not right or swinging arms up not 
down, chaos reigned supreme. Whilst we had been reminded that 
‘Comparison is the death of Joy’, according to Mark Twain, it was 
comforting to know that these assumedly ‘superior beings’ were 
also mortal.

The ensuing forays onto the competition table demonstrated 
that, more important than robotic success was the ability to 
stand in the face of adversity, accept and learn from failures and 
to turn and try again. Our bold veterans, having returned battle 
scarred but stronger in heart, now have the opportunity to begin 
preparing for a renewed robotic campaign in the year to come, 
this time with a sense of grim confidence in their ability to face 
the challenge and to fight on.

In the final analysis, while our late entry and hasty rush to 
prepare for competition did not crown us with the winner’s 
wreath, we could say ‘Vene, vidi, vici!’ (We came, we saw 
and we conquered), although perhaps not against our robotic 
opponents , but over the fears and desperate desires to run and 
hide.

Mr Brown would like to congratulate the organisers, particularly 
Peter Kellet from Grace Rothwell for an excellent and well 
structured event, the numerous encouraging and inspiring 
volunteers who gave up their day to wander the hot school 
grounds steering lost explorers, the parents who came along to 
support the teams (Brett Lindsay and Roz Jones) and those who 
could not make it on the day, including James Proud, Reagen 
Lister, Hayden McKinnie and Lachlan Rosenberg for their 
contributions to robot design and programming. Thanks also to 
the teachers who allowed access to rooms and students’ time for 
training. We will meet again on that distant shore, if not before!

Jon Brown
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Senior School News
Children are a gift from the Lord;  they are a 
reward from him. Psalm 127:3

We have finally reached the final week for our 
Year 12 students.  For many of you it means 
that you are coming to the end of school fees 
too!  I think I just heard a “Hallelujah!”

I remember this happening in my family; 
wondering what I would do with all the extra 
money I’ll have in my pocket.  Unfortunately 

that dream rarely becomes a reality and my investment in my 
children continues!  Without  a doubt though, I strongly believe 
that it is a good investment and the rewards, though often 
appearing elusive, are realised eventually.

This week is very busy.  Our Year 12s have just finished their 
exams and returned their equipment and now they are preparing 
for the Formal on Thursday and their Graduation Assembly on 
Friday. 

We have just received the results from the Queensland Core 
Skills Test and they are outstanding. 25% of our students who sat 
the test got an ‘A’. Almost half got an ‘A’ or a ‘B’. Below is a graph 
that shows this distribution. We are extremely proud of these 
results and I want to say thanks particularly to Rob Steffler who 
has worked especially hard with the students and helped prepare 
them for this test.

Next week the students are off on their final school holiday 
– I think they call it schoolies! This celebration has a terrible 
reputation involving lots of things that can cause all sorts of harm. 
I am so pleased that more than one third of our students will 
be heading off to the Whitsundays to celebrate schoolies with 
Scripture Union. Check out the fun they will be having at http://
su-schoolies.com/locations/whitsundays/

Whilst it is great for the Year 12s, everyone else is still a couple of 
weeks out from finishing.  Next week are the Year 11 exams and 
the 10s and 11s will finish on Friday, 28 November.  The Year 10 
students will celebrate with their dinner-dance at the Caloundra 
Events Centre on that Friday evening.

Clothes Drive for Fiji

On Tuesday we held a clothes drive and free dress day.  The idea 

came from Briana Williams in Year 12 who realised how blessed 
we are in this country to have so much and how GREAT it 
would be to bless the people in Fiji who we work with when we 
go over on our Mission Trips.  The students brought in so many 
outfits to school that we now have a good dilemma.  How do we 
get them to Fiji?

Reports

Right now staff are extremely busy finalising assessments, 
marking and doing reports.  We anticipate that reports will be 
emailed on Friday 5 December.

Prayer Points

Please pray for our Year 12s.  Many will be anxiously waiting 
for their university offers.  Others will be looking for jobs, 
apprenticeships or traineeships. Please pray for safety whilst 
they celebrate the end of their schooling.

Please pray for our Year 11s. I spoke to them this morning 
about their plans for 2015. I was really impressed with their 
ideas and the plans they want to implement next year.  They will 
need to return to school in 2015, fully focussed on achieving the 
best results possible. Please pray for them as they commence 
their exams as well and finalise their assessments.

Please pray for our Year 10s. They also have a lot of 
assessments to complete.  Next year they will need to be 
seriously considering their futures.  

We have had a record number of students applying to do 
Headstart courses at University whilst others are keenly 
pursuing traineeships and certificate courses as well.  I’m 
excited about what these students will bring to the College in 
2015.

Please pray for our staff. They are quite tired and I honestly say 
they deserve a long holiday!

David Heyworth, Head of Senior School

http://su-schoolies.com/locations/whitsundays/
http://su-schoolies.com/locations/whitsundays/
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Agricultural Science News

This fortnight in Agricultural Science has seen the students 
gain loads of knowledge from local experts in their field. 
During this semester students have been studying Animal 
Science and loving it! Last term saw the students complete 
an in-depth investigation into the effect of the Lysine ratios 
on the daily growth of free-range Wessex Saddleback pigs. 
To continue on from the pigs’ nutrition to the process of 
pork production, this last fortnight the students learnt about 
the different cuts of meat from local home butcher, Rowan 
Hansan.  Students found the experience very rewarding and 
learnt about the butchering process, the various different 
cuts of meat and where those cuts originate from on the pig 
carcass.

Another informative experience gained this last fortnight 
originated from an unfortunate situation, where Gibson, our 
resident Ag Science Australian Kelpie, was hospitalised due 
to a paralyses tick. Students were given the opportunity to 
visit Landsborough Veterinary clinic and be presented with a 
talk and demonstration by vet Robyn. Students were informed 
about what occurs to the nervous system when an animal has 

Year 12 Community Service

Bring out your shovels, mowers, saws, gloves and windex! 
The Year 12s are here to make a difference! This semester, as 
part of a ‘Social Justice’ unit incorporated in the Religion and 
Ethics program, the Year 12 cohort assisted various charitable 
organisations in the community to gain exposure as to how 
groups are providing services to meet the needs of individuals 
and families.

GCCC would like to thank the following organisations for 
partnering with us for this valuable experience for our students. 
Nexus Care, Embracia Nursing Home, Lifeline Beerwah, Lifeline 
Kunda Park, Dance-Along and Destiny Rescue.

All the students had an enjoyable experience as they put their 
hand to many jobs. From folding 700 T-Shirts made by women 
rescued from slavery, to sorting suitcases ready for display, 
the students captured what is at the heart and mission of these 
organisations.

‘Assuredly, I say to you, in as much as you did it to one of the 
least of these, you did it to Me’. – Jesus (Matthew 25:40)

ALSO…

This was an article from the Nexus Care newsletter: 

Glasshouse Christian College Working Bee

Another highlight was a visit from Year 12 students from 

Glasshouse Christian College who came and helped two 
Nexus Care families with gardening, mowing, and washing 
windows. 

We received a text from one of the very grateful mums 
after to say “Oh my goodness! I just got home and my yard 
is transformed! Please tell everybody that worked so hard 
thank you sooooo very much! I truly am so very grateful for 
all this help! It’s amazing! Thank you!”

Thank you GCCC for showing people that love and 
kindness in such a practical way!

a paralyses tick and how to perform a thorough tick check.

The Agricultural Science students benefit immensely from being able 
to learn from experts in authentic situations, and we greatly appreciate 
those that are able and willing to share their knowledge. A massive 
thank you goes out to both Rowan Hansan of Hansan Home Butchery 
and Robyn of Landsborough Vets for their time and knowledge.

Jade King

THE SCIENCE SPOT - Combined Chemistry/ Science 21 
Excursion to Coochin Creek - Coochin Creek Results

I received an email 
from a parent 
interested in the 
results from the 
Coochin Creek Water 
study earlier this year.

One of our Year 11 
students, Vanita 
Mens, has kindly 
agreed to share her 
website report where 
she discusses the results from this study. Vanita’s report includes 
the various experiments she designed and recommendations she 
developed concerning the possible impacts of the operation of a 
fertilizer plant along its banks. Vanita website can be found at the 
following address: http://coochincreekwater.weebly.com/

Fenton Doolan, Head of Science

http://coochincreekwater.weebly.com/
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Future Pathways

Music News
2014 Gala Performance

Tuesday night saw the culmination of many weeks of practice for 
our private Instrumental and Vocal students.  They joined with 
Year 10 and 11 Music students to perform for one night only in the 
Theatre.

The audience was entertained by singers, pianists, guitarists, 
drummers, woodwind and brass, and the beautiful harp.  The 
repertoire was very broad, from modern to classical, and even a 
number of original student compositions were performed for the 
very first time in public.

With many students now having their first public performance 
under their belt, we hope to see them all perform more regularly 
in 2015.

For more photos please click here.

This year has been an exciting 
year, which has seen many 
changes in TAFE, in students’ 
lives.

Work Experience 2015

It appears some students are 
feeling the pressure to obtain 
their own work experience 

placement for 2015. Possibly a friend has found their own, but 
that still has to be placed on the Sustainable Partnerships form, 
which we required to be returned by the 14 November.

At this time there are a number of outstanding forms. Can I 
remind parents that Sustainable Partnerships has the role 
and responsibility of FINDING THE WORK EXPERIENCE 
PLACEMENT. Forms are now overdue. It would be appreciated 
if the forms be returned as soon as possible, so they can be 
forwarded onto Sustainable Partnerships..

A Blue Card is needed for work experience in the Child Care 
Industry. Download the application form at : http://www.
bluecard.qld.gov.au/pdf/form. Obtain it as soon as possible 
as there can be delays.

Recently, I introduced Year 9 students to ‘subjects related to 
careers’. You will find this lesson at  ‘www.myfuture.edu.au’.

Course News

Students planning on a TAFE in Schools Program need to obtain 
a Parent/Guardian Consent form either from the TAFE itself or the 
school.

School Based Traineeships and Apprenticeships:

Jessica Taylor from Community Solutions recently interviewed 
several of our students who have been interested in school 

based apprenticeships. The school nor Community Solutions 
promises a school based apprenticeship, however parents and 
students need to be proactive and continue to follow up with 
Community Solutions, after interviews, as to the availability of 
the traineeships.

The following have been advertised recently including: a 
Certificate III in Business at the Matilda, Steve Irwin Way. A 
Certificate III in Hospitality through Bombay Bliss. See me at 
the Future Pathways Office for further information

Certificate III level FEE FREE  courses

Year 12 graduates can obtain FEE FREE training at a 
Certificate III level in HIGH PRIORITY qualifications identified 
by the Qld government. Courses available to Year 12 
graduates include: Community Services Work, Education 
Support, Aged Care, Early Childhood Education and 
Manufacturing Technology. Further information on fee free 
courses can be found at:-http://www.training.qld.gov.au/
resources/investing-in-skills/pdfs/year-12-fee-free-
fact-sheet.pdf.

A  comprehensive list of high priority qualifications can be 
found at: http://www.training.qld.gov.au/resources/
individuals/pdf/high-priority-qualifications.pdf

The Tertiary Preparation Program (TPP) at The 
University of the Sunshine Coast.

This is an alternative entry into tertiary study. It equips you 
with the skills and knowledge needed to succeed in in an 
undergraduate degree program. 

A Year 12 student, mature age and or parent, who initially 
hasn’t considered tertiary education and has struggled with 
English in the past for example, can do the TPP course, 
including TPP 101.

http://gccc.qld.edu.au/music-news-21-november-2014/
http://www.bluecard.qld.gov.au/pdf/form
http://www.bluecard.qld.gov.au/pdf/form
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
http://www.training.qld.gov.au/resources/investing-in-skills/pdfs/year-12-fee-free-fact-sheet.pdf.
http://www.training.qld.gov.au/resources/investing-in-skills/pdfs/year-12-fee-free-fact-sheet.pdf.
http://www.training.qld.gov.au/resources/investing-in-skills/pdfs/year-12-fee-free-fact-sheet.pdf.
http://www.training.qld.gov.au/resources/individuals/pdf/high-priority-qualifications.pdf
http://www.training.qld.gov.au/resources/individuals/pdf/high-priority-qualifications.pdf
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Chappy Chatter

TP101 meets the English language requirement for most USC 
programs. Courses completed through the TPP cannot be used 
for credit towards a degree.

The TPP is FEE FREE for domestic students. You could still 
apply to do it, even at this stage, although it would be a late 
application. Apply through QTAC. The code is 019901.  You 
must be at least 17 years of age at the time of entry.

You can still lodge your application now with QTAC. Applications 
cost $130 for 2014 Year 12 students and $149 for non Year 12 
applicants.

The due date to apply for the 15 January offer round is the 
10 December. Offers are released via the Current Application 
Online Service from 9am. Offer letters will be available via 
this service. Course vacancies for 5 February offer rounds are 
available at this time.

Headstart

Year 11 and 12 students embarking on tertiary studies in 2015 
through this avenue, are confronted with a wide range of ‘new 
ways’ of doing things, including signing up for lecture and tutorial 
times. So what is the difference between a lecture and a tutorial?

A lecture involves a member of the academic staff presenting 
a course theory and concepts relating to a particular course to 
students. Generally students attend one lecture per course per 
week.

A tutorial is normally a forum for discussion and consolidation 
of the theory and concept relating to a particular course to 
students. Generally students attend one lecture per course per 
week. Tutorials give you the chance to practically apply course 
content, debate perspectives and ask questions.

Students who are accepted into Headstart for 2015 should notify 
me or Mr Heyworth.

Courses over the Holidays

Certificate II in Hospitality (Cafe and Barista) If you are 
interested in working in various hospitality settings that 
celebrate contemporary cafe trends and lifestyle, then this may 

suit. Location: Loganlea, Southbank, or Bracken Ridge  Starts: 12 
January 2015 ; Duration: 3 weeks .Other courses over the holiday 
break, available at Bracken Ridge and or Caboolture include:-
Certificate II in Hospitality (Baking)
Certificate II in Kitchen Operations
Certificate II In Events
Contact TAFE Brisbane on 13 72 48 for enrolments and costs

UQ / OP Results Evening

Monday night 22 December 22, 2014 , 4.00-7.00pm

Coinciding with the release of OP results, this event is an 
opportunity for Year 12 students to get valuable advice on how 
they can study their desired program at UQ. School leavers can 
speak to staff about entry requirements and pathways, attend a 
seminar in their desired study area and take a tour of the campus. 
Prospective attendees can register online for the event – visit 
http://youruq.com/opresults. For information, contact: 
Jessica Hannant, Phone: (07) 3365 1535 Email: j.hannant@
uq.edu.au.

Year 12s: Concerned you won’t get in to your 
desired course?

Upgrading options are available if you don’t think you will receive 
the OP or rank to gain entry into your preferred course. Your OP 
doesn’t go out of date after you leave school; it gets converted 
to a rank OP or rank, you can obtain a new rank by successfully 
undertaking further study. At QUT Your options include 
completing:
• one full-time year of degree-level study with a passing grade 
point average of 4 (on a 7-point scale), leading to an entry rank 
93
• an advanced diploma (minimum rank 93), diploma (minimum 
rank 87), or certificate IV (minimum rank 74) through TAFE or 
other accredited providers
• a TAFE/QUT dual award, which provides guaranteed entry after 
you successfully complete the TAFE component.

It should be noted that upgrading options are available at all 
Universities.

Paul Nash, Future Pathways Coordinator

Contagious Contentment, Philippians 4:11-12

Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever 
state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know 
how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to 
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

What a fantastic verse! A great reminder that no matter what 
circumstances we are in we can still be content.

Too often I find myself getting caught up in the “latest and greatest” 
mentality; where I see things and want them, but reading this verse 
and packing for moving house has really made me think. What do 
I need and what do I just have because I want it? Why do I find 
myself going shopping for a present for someone and come home 
with five things for myself as well. If I am honest with myself, do I 
really need that stuff? Am I practising the contentment that Paul 

talks about in this verse?

If I am honest I think that 
I would find that half the 
stuff I buy myself I do 
not need, I am not living 
a life content in what 
I have. My challenge 
is one I extent to you, 
this week start  evaluating what I really need and what I merely 
want. May we be a community of believers that is content in 
Jesus and having a relationship with Him, regardless of how 
many belongings we have.

Chappy Dani

http://youruq.com/opresults
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Uniform Shop
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO JANUARY UNIFORM 
SALES:

New and P and F second hand 
uniforms.

Tuesday 20 to Friday 23  January 
between 10am and 4pm and 
Wednesday 21 January  from 5pm 
until 8pm.

Even if you can spare an hour or two 
that would be a wonderful help.

Please contact the school or email: 
uniforms@gccc.qld.edu.au  to 
register your availability to help.

Thanks

Kylie Woodhead, Uniform Shop Coordinator

Second hand uniform news

Do you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to 
donate or sell? Then the P and F would like to sell them in the 
Uniform Shop.

If you have quality second hand uniforms to donate or sell on 
commission, download a copy of the “Second Hand Uniform 
Form” located on the College website under the College Life/
Uniform tab. Then completed double-sided form and items to 
be sold may be left at the Uniform Shop for processing. Thank 
you for following this procedure.

Please note: Second Hand Uniforms are available to purchase 
before school resumes on Monday 19 January and Tuesday 20 
January 2015.

Thank you.

P and F Second Hand Uniform Coordinator

Sport News
Ten GCCC Athletes Qualify for Little Athletics State 
Relay Champs

Many GCCC students competed in the Little Athletics Regional 
Relay Carnival at Maroochydore last weekend which was a 

qualifying event for the State Relay Championships coming up 
soon. Glasshouse District Little Athletics athletes competed 
in various events and the highest finishing stutents qualified 
to represent Sunshine Coast at the State Champs.  The ten 
students below qualified for the state event with many other 
students narrowly missing selection.
Lilli Jean Cruise - 100m and 200m relay
Lainey Grieve -  100m and 200m relay, high jump and shotput
Amy Trevan - 100m and 200m relay
Molly McCaughey - 100m and 200m relay
Daemon Cruise -  high jump
Laura Vobr - discus and shotput
Aiden McKellar - medley relay
Jaylah Daunt - discus
Stephanie Ferris - shotput
Andrea O’Mara Little - discus

We wish these students well as they compete in the near 
future.

Junior Swim Fun Day Still to Come

Junior students are looking forward to a morning of fun at the pool 
on Wednesday 3 December between 9am and 11.30am when the 
Junior Swim Fun Day will be held.

This is a fun day when students get to show parents and 
grandparents all they have learned during swimming lessons this 
term. Students will participate in novelty events and games as 
well as short swim races at their level. All students in Year 1 and 
2, and Year 3 students who are still eight years old in 2014 will be 
participating in this fun event, which is a great way to finish the 
term. The Year 3 students who are nine years old had 
their swimming carnival at the beginning of the year.

We would 
be most 
appreciative 
if there were 
some parents 
who were able 
to help out on 
the day either 
in or out of the 
water. If you 
are able to 
help could you please let your child’s teacher know of your 
availability. The coolest place will be in the pool for sure!

Wendy Stott

http://gccc.qld.edu.au/college-life/uniform-shop/
http://gccc.qld.edu.au/college-life/uniform-shop/
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Last Interschool Sport for Year 6/7 Students

Year 6 and 7 students have enjoyed a great year of interschool sport 
playing against schools in the Glasshouse District on three Fridays 
of each term.

AFL was played this term and was a non-competitive event with no 
scores being kept. Students played nine a side games and learned a 
lot about AFL and improved greatly over the three weeks. The event 
was run by AFL Development Officers who umpired all the games 
and also ensured students gained a great understanding of the rules 
and game play.

The Year 7 teams were our stand out performers. The boys’ team 
had won all their games and had no goals scored against them until 
they met Maleny in the very last game. Maleny were also unbeaten 
and the game was a great spectacle and was played at a very high 
tempo. Maleny won but the game was a great challenge for both 
teams.

The Year 7 girls won all but two games dominating most games with 
speed, skills and size. They moved the ball up the field quickly with 
accurate kicking and some great marks were made. This led to many 
goals being kicked.

The Year 6 teams improved a lot over the three weeks having some 
great games winning many, but enjoying all.

Next year these Year 6 and 7 students will be part of the Middle 
School Interschool Sport program. We are proud of their efforts this 
year, winning five titles during the year and playing sport at a high 
level with fantastic sportsmanship from all players.

For more photos, please click here.

L-R: Hannah Bampton, Rebekah Groer, Nichola Bates, Julie 
Coogan, Calista Theron, Ella Mickelson, Jacquie Roach, 
Taylor Andrews, Emily Logar. Front: Madeline Malone, Amber 
Weatherburn, Olivia Madeley, Jayde Curtis, Maya Amendolia

STOP PRESS!

Congratulations! Girls Soccer Team SCISSA 
Champions. “We are the champions!”

The girls’ SCISSA soccer team had a very successful season of 
competition. Some of the younger players had never played soccer 
before this competition, but were encouraged, guided and mentored 
by the older and more experienced girls on the team who have a 
Soccer background. 

The girls went undefeated throughout the whole competition, coming 
out as winners of the Group B division with a 3-1 win over Nambour 
Christian College in the Group B Final. 

The team was then up against Sunshine Coast Grammar in the 
grand final. Grammar was the undefeated champions of the Group A 
division so our girls were rated as the underdogs going into a game 
that would decide the best SCISSA girls’ team on the Sunshine 
Coast. 

During an extremely wet, dark and stormy night the girls went out 
and brought their absolute ‘A-game’ to show Grammar what they 
were made of. 

The girls wanted the win and this was obvious. With goals from Julie 
Coogan and Nichola Bates they came away with a 2-0 victory! What 
a huge achievement! 

The girls soccer team has made history, winning the first ever 
SCISSA Championship for GCCC. We are thrilled for them and 
proud of each and every player on the team. Well-done girls! 

MVP – Rebekah Groer

Congratulations to coaches – Jayme-Lee Groer and Annaliese 
Bullock.

Matt Beattie, Head of Sports

http://gccc.qld.edu.au/last-interschool-sport-for-year-67-students/
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Community News

P and F News
The Christmas Bells are ringing, and  it’s getting 
closer to that wonderful time of the year we 
celebrate with our family and friends.

With the Prep- Year 2 Christmas Carols on 1 
December and the Year 3 -Year 6 Concert on 
2 December, the Christmas Spirit will be well in 
swing.

The P and F will be running a BBQ on both nights selling burgers, 
sausages and kebabs. We will also be selling drinks, snacks 
and glow sticks. If you can spare some time to help, it would be 
gratefully appreciated.  Just click on the below link, and fill in the 
details.

Helping for Prep-Year 2 

Helping for Year 3-Year 6

With the school year drawing 
to a close, the P and F are 
winding up too. The last event 
the P and F are involved with 
is the carols night and concert 
night for the primary students.

Hope you all enjoy.

Lynelle Sim, P and F President
pandf@gccc.qld.edu.au

Stepping Stones Triple P

Free Stepping Stones parenting support will be available in 
Queensland until July 2015. Click here to read the latest update on 
the Stepping Stones Triple P Project.With the end-of-year school 
holidays fast approaching, that’s not a lot of time for parents of 
children with a disability to take up our offer of free, specialised 
parenting support.We’ve had many organisations accept the 
challenge to get involved with the Stepping Stones project, and 
we’re very grateful. AEIOU Foundation, The Hear and Say Centre, 

Vision Australia, Redlands Special School, Ipswich Central State School, Centacare and the Cairns Early Years Centre are some 
names which immediately spring to mind. Thank you for your support.

There are other organisations and agencies out there we would really love to hear from! It’s not too late to organise free parenting 
sessions. Please contact our team on steppingstones@uq.edu.au so we can help you put some plans in place.

Tunnel Ridge Ranch 2015  School Holiday Camp Dates   (GST not applicable)

Camp Book In  4.00pm Book Out  3.00pm Ages Cost
Junior A Sun 4th January Fri 9th January 10 to 12 yrs $375.00
Senior B Sun 11th January Fri 16th January 12 to 15 yrs $375.00
Junior C Sun 28th June Fri 3rd July 10 to 12 yrs $375.00
Senior D Sun 5th July Fri 10th July 12 to 15 yrs $375.00
Junior E Sun 20th September Fri 25th September 10 to 12 yrs $375.00
Senior F Sun 27th September Fri 2nd October 12 to 15 yrs $375.00

https://docs.google.com/a/gccc.qld.edu.au/forms/d/1331PzsYittjNpeHDPKX6qPjkPZ0vGPSfQCDsaQ7X8X8/viewform
https://docs.google.com/a/gccc.qld.edu.au/forms/d/11bj1knowgwDXH7qxgho2PzdHf0zGfrucCOAdplQ-CpU/viewform
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Hats off to our fantastic Year 12 students!

We will miss you and wish 
you our Lord’s richest blessing 
throughout the rest of your life.


